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MESSIAH, THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS: 
A 


S ERM ON. 


MALACHI iv. 2. 


„ UNTO YOU THAT PEAR MY NAME, SHALL THE SUN OF 
*© RIGHTEOUSNESS ARISE WITH HEALING IN HIS WINGS," 


TXT ITH this prophecy of the Mefliah were 
the Scriptures of the Jewiſh diſpenſation 
cloſed. It was an elevated light, to direct the 


hope, and to cheer the hearts, of good men, 


during the long night of four hundred years, in 
which there was no open viſion. At length the 
fullneſs of the time came, when the day ſpring 
from on high viſited them who feared the Lord. 
Zacharius, the aged and venerable Jewiſh prieſt, 
to whom the riſing of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 


the ſubje& of ancient promiſe was firſt an- 


nounced, was himſelf a righteous man before 


B 


TY 


God, walking in all the commandments and or- 


dinances of the Lord, blameleſs. Tt was fore- 
told that the Meſſenger of the Covenant, in whom 


they who feared the Lord, delighted, ſhould 


fuddenly come to his temple. In that temple 
Simeon, a juſt and devout man, who waited for 
the conſolation of Iſrael, found him. He took 
up the holy child, Jeſus, in his arms, and bleſſed 


God, and faid, & Lord, now letteft thou thy 
fervant depart in peace, according to thy word : 


for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation, which 
thou haſt prepared before the face of all people; 


a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of 


thy people Itrael.” There was alſo one Anna, 


a propheteſs, a widow, of about four ſcore and 
four years, who departed not from the Temple, 
but ſerved God with faſtings and prayers night 
and day—coming in at that inſtant, ſhe gave 
thanks likewiſe unto the Lord, and ſpake of him 
to all them that looked for redemption in Jeru- 
falem. 


But not on thoſe alone who, in Judea, feared 


the Lord, hath the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſen. 


The Gentiles alſo have come to his light, and 


their kings, to the brightneſs of his riſing. The 


iſles afar off have, for ages, heard and celebrated 


his fame; have ſeen and triumphed in his glory. 


We 
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We alſo have the ſure word of prophecy which 
puts the ſubje& beyond the range of conjecture, 
to ſupport and cheriſh our hope, that his going 
forth ſhall be from the end of the heaven, and 
his circuit unto the ends of it, and that no dark 
region ſhall be hid from his light, no frozen re- 
gion from his heat. 


To animate your patriotic and pious efforts, 
in diffuſing the knowledge of Chriſt over the yet 
unenlightened vallies of our native country, I 
come forward to ſolicit your affectionate ear, to 
ſome ſcriptural thoughts, on the perſon and cha- 
racer of Meffiah, as the Sun of Righteouſneſs ; 
on his riſing ; and on the moral health which he 


introduces into the ſoul of man.—May the Fa- 


ther of Lights fo affiſt our meditations, that our 
thoughts, like Him of whom we ſpeak, may be 


full of light, and grace, and truth! 


IJ. When Meſſiah was preſented, by ancient 
prophecy, to the knowledge, the love, and the 
hope of men, under the figure of the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, the expreſſion would inſtantly 


raiſe in their minds elevated conceptions of the 


glory of his perſon and offices. The ſun is the 
moſt ſplendid object in the natural world. His 
B 2 luſtre 
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luſtre dazzles and overpowers our organs of fi gh, 
At his riſing he draws and fixes the notice of all 
the dwellers upon earth. At his approach the 
moon and the . ſtars hide their heads in the ſky. 
The untutored Indian, ſmitten with his ſplen- 
dour, bends the knee, and adores.—Jeſus of 
Nazareth is the brightneſs of the Father's glory, 
and the expreſs image of his perſon. By him 
were all things created that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, viſible and inviſible, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 
or powers: all things were created by him, and 
for him. He is before all things, and by him all 
things conſiſt. In him dwells all the fulneſs of 
Godhead bodily. When he dwelt among men, 
in a tent of fleſh and blood, but by many a ſhade 
of poverty, reproach, and contempt, darker than 
ours, even then his diſciples beheld his glory, 
the glory which belongs to him as the Only 
Begotten of the Father. They ſaw in him God 
manifeſt in fleſh. On the Mount of Transfigu- 
ration, his face ſhone as the ſun, and his raiment 
was white as the light. He appeared to John in 
Patmos in the glory of his exalted ſtate, clothed 
with a garment down, to the foot, and girt about 
the paps with a golden girdle. His head and 
his hairs were white like wool, as white as ſhow; 
| and 
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and his eyes were as a flame of fire. His feet 
were like unto fine braſs, as if they burned in a 
furnace; and his voice as the ſound of many 
waters. And he had in his right hand ſeven 
ſtars ; and out of his mouth went a ſharp, two- 

edged ſword ; and his countenance was as the 
| ſun ſhineth in bis ſtrength. He is therefore 
ſtiled the King of Glory; the Lord of Glory; 
and the Glory of his People Iſrael. 
The glory of his official characters is ſuitable 
to the dignity of his perſon. The Spirit of the 
Lord reſted on this Prophet, who, like unto 
Moſes, was raiſed from among his brethren, the 
Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, the Spirit of 
Counſel and Might, the Spirit of Knowledge and 
of the Fear of the Lord; fo that he judged not 
after the ſight of his eyes, nor reproved after the 
hearing of his ears: but with righteouſneſs judged 
he the poor, and reproved with equity for the 
meek of the earth. In him are hid all the trea- 
fares of wiſdom and knowledge. God gave not 
the Spirit to him by meaſure. The Spirit of the 
Lord was upon him, and anointed him to preach | 
the Goſpel to the poor, ſent him to heal the 
| broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, the recovering of ſight to the blind, to 
ſet at liberty them that are bruiſed, and to preach 
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the acceptable year of the Lord.— As the High 
Prieſt of our profeſſion, he was holy, harmleſs, 
undefiled. Through the Eternal Spirit, he of- 
fered himſelf, without ſpot, unto God. By this 
one offering he hath perfected for ever them that 
are ſanctified. He his ownſelf bare our fins, in 
his own body, on the tree; and ſuffered, the juſt 
for the unjuſt, that he might bring us to God. 
He loved the Church, and gave himſelf for her, 
an offering and ſacrifice to God, for a ſweet 
ſmelling favour. He hath waſhed her from her 
| fins in his own blood. By this blood he entered 
into the holy place, and appears in the preſence 

of God for us. He is able to ſave to the utter- 
moſt as to guilt, wretchedneſs and time, them 
that came unto God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth 
to make interceſſion for them.—As the King of 
Glory, his throne is eſtabliſhed of old, and en- 
dureth for ever. With his ſword girded on his 
thigh, he rideth proſperouſly, in promoting the 
cauſe of truth, meekneſs, and righteouſneſs. 
His right hand teacheth him terrible things. 
He is exalted above all principality, and power, 
and might, and dominion, and every name that 
is named. All things are put under his feet, 
and he is made head over all things to the Church. 
All power in heaven and in earth is given to him. 

Under 


17 1 
Under his reign, the mountains ſhall bring peace 
to the people, and the little hills, righteouſneſs. 
He ſhall judge the poor of the people; he ſhall 
ſave the children of the needy; and ſhall break 
in pieces the oppreſſor. His mild mediatorial 
government over his own people, made willing 
in the day of his power, is gentle as the falling 
ſnow on a fleece of wool; and refreſhing as the 
rain of heaven on the newly mown field. His 
kingdom is within us, and conſiſteth in righte- 
ouſneſs, Pts and 5 in the 550 Ghoſt. In 


Now, my honoured brother, we have aſſem- 
bled this night affectionately to co-operate, in 
preparing the way of this Prophet, that by the 
goſpel he may enlighten thoſe who ſtill fit in 
darkneſs and the ſhadow of death ; in preparing 
the way of this merciful High Prieſt, that with 
his own blood he may purify the conſcience from 
dead works, and introduce into the troubled 
mind the peace of God, which paſſeth all un- 
derſtanding ; in preparing the way of this glo- 
rious Captain of our Salyation, that the wolf 
may dwell with the lamb, the leopard lie dowa 
with the kid, the moſt hoſtile tempers be recon- 
ciled, and multitudes of enſlaved men be tranſ- 
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lated from the kingdom of Satan into the king- 
dom of God's dear Son. Theſe are objects great 
and good, which approve to every regenerated 
mind their heavenly origin: objects which, while 
they impart dignity, will, we truſt, ſecure per- 
petuity to this venerable Inſtitution. 


The expreſſion, the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
would naturally lead the mind to the beneficial 
effeds which the reign of Meſſiah ſhould produce 
in the world. The preſence of the ſun in the 
firmament makes the day. Night follows his 
retiring ſteps. Without his beams the fair face 
of nature ſhould lie muffled in darkneſs; the 
works of man be impeded ; and confufion re- 
gain, in ſome meaſure, her former empire. — 
Jeſus Chriſt is the light of the world. When 
he began his miniſtry, the cry was heard all 
over the land of Judea, Ariſe, ſhine, for thy 
Light is come, and the Glory of the Lord is riſen 
upon thee. Multitudes who were once in dark- 
neſs, became, by his Goſpel, light in the Lord. 
The way to the Father was clearly manifeſted ; 
the nature and the neceſſity of perſonal holi- 
neſs fully explained, and powerfully urged ; the 
ſources of aſſiſtance from the Divine Spirit more 
largely opened, and the ſtupendous felicity be- 
+ yond 
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yond the grave brought forward to view, to 
arouſe, to ſtrengthen, and ſuſtain every heaven- 
born and active principle in our frame. 

The natural ſun is the great ſource of fruit- 
fulneſs in the earth. At his return in ſpring, he 
ſets the powers of vegetation afloat, and re- 
neweth the face of the earth. Without his ge- 
mal influence the fig- tree ſhould not bloſſom, 
neither ſhould there be fruit on the vines; the 
labour of the olive ſhould fail, and the fields 


ſhould yield no meat; the flock ſhould be cut 


off from the fold, and there ſhould be no herd 
in the ſtall, Theſe are ſome of the precious 


things put forth by the ſun.—By'the Goſpel 


doth Jeſus Chriſt fertilize the heart of man. 
When the water of life is poured upon a diſtrict 


of the earth which is ſpiritually thirſty and bar- 


ren, the ſouls and the lives of them who' dwell 
in the deſert, become, through the accompany- 
ing power of the Holy Ghoſt, in every pious, 
gentle, and upright diſpoſition, like the garden 
of the Lord. The fruit of the Spirit, by the 
Goſpel, 1s love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gen- 
tleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meckneſs, temperance, 
This fertility will be found, theſe diſpoſitions 
will thrive, wherever Chriſtianity is received in 
the love of it. For Jeſus Chriſt gave himſelf for 

| | men, - 
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men, that he might redeem them from all ini- 
quity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works, The faith of the Goſpel 
purifies the heart, overcomes the world, and 


works by love. Good men, therefore, whoſe 


minds accord with the tendency of the Goſpel, 
and who feel its ſacred influence on their minds, 
ſtudy to walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
pleaſing. 

He is the Sun of Righteouſneſs. The Gord 
writers not only gather together whatever is 


ſublime and fair in creation, to aid our concep- 


tions of the glory of Meſſiah, but repreſent him 
as poſſeſſing pre-eminence above all that is ſu- 
blime and fair. He is the Roſe of Sharon; the 
Apple-tree among the trees of the wood ; the 
Prince of Peace; fairer than the ſons of men; 

the bright and the morning Star; the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs. This expreſſion carries our 
thoughts to the unſpotted purity of his nature. 
He is Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous ; the Holy 
One, and the Juſt. In the principles which 
animated his unequalled life, and in the objects 
which he invariably purſued, he was holy, harm- 
leſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from ſinners. In 


the adminiſtration of his government, he judges 
the poor with righteouſneſs, and reproyes with 


equity 
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equity for the meek of the earth. The ſceptre 
of his kingdom is a right ſceptre. In righteouſ- 
neſs doth he judge and make war. As the 
Righteous Judge, ſhall he aſſign the crown of 
righteouſneſs, at the laſt day, to them who have 
fought the good fight, finiſhed their courſe, and 
kept the faith. 

The prophets who lived many ages before 
Malachi, and into whoſe writings he, doubtleſs, 

enquired and ſearched diligently, had repreſented 
Meſſiah under the name of the Lord our Righte- 
ouſneſs, and had foretold, that men ſhould ſay, 
« In the Lord have we righteouſneſs and ſtrength, 
and that in the Lord ſhould all the ſeed of Iſrael 
be juftzfied, and ſhould glory.” Should we vio- 
late the rules of fair expoſition, therefore, to 
ſuppoſe, that he may be here ſtiled the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, becauſe he is of God made to 
his people righteouſneſs, and becauſe they are 
made the righteouſneſs of God in him? The 
| phraſe muſt, however, indubitably mean, that 
when he ſhall ariſe on the benighted nations, 
the intereſt of ſanctity and of upright manners 
ſhall eminently prevail. The mountains, which 
had been the abodes of the robber and of the 
aſſaſſin, now bring peace to the people, and the 
little bills, righteouſneſs. No dark, no ferocigus 
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Sünde diſhonour the clear ſunſhine of his 
reign. Men ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all his 
holy mountain, when the earth ſhall be filled 
with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the ſea. The fruit of the Spirit is in all 
goodneſs, and righteouſneſs, and truth. Men 
who are led by the Spirit yield their members 
as inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto God; hun- 
ger and thirſt after righteouſneſs; approve the 
things which are excellent; and ardently long 
to be filled with the fruits of righteouſneſs, which 


are by Jeſus Chriſt, unto the glory and 88 of 
God. 


II. The ing of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
ſuppoſes him to have been formerly under the 
horizon, and concealed from the eyes of men. 
During the patriarchal diſpenſation, and the 
moſaical, Meſſiah was hid under the ſhade of 
dark prophecy, and within the vail of a worldly 
ſanctuary. The promiſes of the ſeed of the wo- 
man, who was to bruiſe the ſerpent's head > of 
the ſeed of Abrabam, in whom all nations were 
to be bleſſed; of Shiloh, to whom the people 
were to be gathered, held out, indeed, a great 
object, to the hope of the Church: the object, 
bowever, was enveloped in a cloud, and by the 


keeneſt 
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keeneſt eye but dimly ſeen. It aſſumed a mom 
diſtinct form, when afterwards the men, to whoſe 
fathers the promiſes had been made, beheld on 
the altar the bleeding lamb of burnt offering; 
the high prieſt laying his hands upon the head 
of the live goat, confefling over him the iniqui- 
ties of the people, putting them upon the head 
of the goat, and ſending him away, bearing upon 
him all their iniquities, unto a land not inhabited. 
The poets and the prophets in the generations 
that followed, under inſpiration of the Spirit of 
Chriſt, chaſed away much of the remaining dark- 
neſs. But it was only the twilight ſtill that the 
Church then enjoyed. At length the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs aroſe, when God was manifeſt in 
fleſh. At Nazareth he opened his commiſſion 
as the Great Prophet of the World. Like the 
ſan ſhining in his ſtrength, he ſhone in his 
public preaching, diffuſing over all the land an 
unclouded blaze of celeſtial light. He diſcloſed 
the ſtupendous plan of redemption in its origin, 
progreſs, and conſummation. He evinced his 
miſſion from the Father, and thereby the truth | 
of his doctrine, by a ſeries of miracles highly il- 
luftrative of divine power and compaſſion. In 
his life, there was the mild majeſty of united 
piety, wiſdom, and beneficence. His heart was 
the 
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the native ſeat of every virtue. His life was 
_ goodneſs, not in books, not in words, but good- 
neſs viſible; the perfection of religious and 

moral excellence, looking through the eyes of 
man; working with the hands of man; liſt- 
ening to the enfeebled cry of mifery with the 
ear of man; walking from the temple of God 
to the lone habitation of the widow and the or- 
phan with the feet of man. He was—the Glory 
of the human race. Thoſe ſcattered rays of love 
to God, and compaſſion for men periſhing in 
their ſins, of patience, fortitude, and every vir- 
tue which had ſhed peculiar luſtre on his life, 
and diſtinguiſhed him above all his fellows, met 
in happieſt aſſemblage around his croſs, in that 
blaze of redeeming grace and mercy, which 
draws all men to him. 
Thus ke aroſe externally on the world; and 
by the miniſtry of his Apoſtles, and of the ordi- 
nary Paſtors of churches, hath continued to 
ſhine on multitudes. But, alas! though the 
true light ſhine, the darkneſs comprehendeth it 
not. Men of corrupt minds reſiſt its entrance, 
or hold the truth in unrighteous bondage. The 
Sun of Righteouſneſs doth not effectually ariſe 
on the ſoul of any man till the God of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of Glory, give unto 
| _ him 
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him the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of God, the eyes of his underſtand- 
ing being enlightened to know. what 1s the hope 
of his calling, what the riches of the glory of 
his inheritance in the ſaints, and what the ex- 
ceeding greatneſs of his power to themward 
who believe. This divine Illumination evinces 
its high original, both by evidence which a man 
feels in his own mind, and by the effects which 
it produces in his life, and which are feen by 
others. It convinces of fin. It humbles the 
proud imaginations of the heart. It purifies the 
| ſoul. It ſoſtens the obdurate temper into the 
gentleneſs of Chriſt. It expands the mind with 
compaſſion for thoſe who are ſtill in darkneſs 
and in the ſhadow of death; compaſſion which 
will not ſpend itſelf in fighs and fruitleſs groan- 
ings, but carry forward the heart to active and 
ſubſtantial deeds of beneficence. 


Theſe invaluable effects are repreſented in the 
text, under the figure | 


III. Of the health of the ſoul. It is difficult 
to aſcertain preciſely the ideas which were in- 
tended to be conveyed by the words, The Sun 
of Righteouſneſs ariſing with healing in his wings, 
Created 


._ <= 
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Created objects are too poor to afford imagery 


rich enough to diſplay the glories of Meſſiah's 
perſon and character. The language of the 


Scripture, therefore, ought not to be judged of 


by the rules derived from the works of unin- 


ſpired men on ſubjects entirely competent to 
their limited faculties. If the metaphor in the 


text be of the mixed kind, the unſearchable 
riches of the ſubject ſeem to juſtify it. May 
we ſuppoſe the Prophet, intending to repreſent 
the cheriſhing, foſtering, reſtoring, healing vir- 
tue of Meffiah's reign, as the conſequence of 
the univerſal diffuſion of light by the Goſpel, 


likened it to the virtue of the natural ſun, who, 


while he illumines, covers, as it were, with his 


bears, or wings, this earth, otherwiſe dark, and 
the ſeat of diſeaſe ; ſcatters every noxious va- 


pour ; imparts health at once to the trees of the 
foreſt; the cattle on a thouſand bills, and the 
children of Adam? 


In the days of his incarnation, he healed all 
manner of ſickneſs. He healed by ſpeaking a 
word. Reſtorative virtue emanated from the 


very hem of his garment. But it is chiefly to 
mental recovery that the text refers. What 
diſeaſes are to the * depraved principles and 


habits 
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habits are to the mind. The ſcriptures accord- 


ingly are frequent in repreſenting the corruption 


of human nature, under the idea of ſiekneſs. 
What the Prophet ſaid of the Jewiſh nation, we 

may apply to every unrenewed man; „ The 
whole head is fick, the whole heart faint. From the 
ſole of the ſoot even unto the head there is no 
ſoundneſs in it; wounds, and bruiſes, and putrefy- 
ing ſores.” © The v hole,” ſaid Jeſus, when he aſ- 
ſigned bis reaſons for viſiting the abodes of publi- 
cans and ſinners, „the whole, ſaid he, need not 
A phyſician, but they that are ſick.” © I am not 
come to call the righteous, but ſinners, to re- 
pentance.“ Pardoning and ſanctifying grace is 
on this account, ſtiled the healing of the ſoul. 

« Bleſs the Lord,” ſaid David,“ O my ſoul, who 
| forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth all thy 
diſeaſes. Heal my ſoul, for I have ſinned againſt 
thee, f will heal your backſlidings,” ſaid God 
by Hoſea, that is, 1 will pardon your guilt, and 
ſubdue the corrupt tendency to relapſe. When 

ungodly and immoral diſpoſitions prevail in the 
mind, they produce effects ſimilar to thoſe which 

diſeaſe produces on the body. They cauſe loſs 
of appetite for the bread of life. The word of 
God, and its richeſt promiſes, are infipid. They 

weaken the ſoul, and thereby difable her to bear 


. ä heavy 
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heavy burdens, to reſiſt ſtrong temptations, to 
overcome powerful enemies. They indiſpoſe 
the heart for ſpiritual exerciſes, for prayer, medi- 
tation, and holy intercourſe with God, They 
impair the moral beauty of the ſoul. They con- 


vert the ſerene and benign countenance of the 


angel into the horrible aſpect of the fiend. They 
raiſe inward anguiſh and trembling of heart, as. 
Cain, and Judas, and Felix felt ; and as every bad. 
man will feel when the arrows of the Almighty 
are within him, and his terrors diſtract the ſoul. 
The Sun of Righteouſneſs heals thoſe on 
who he ſpiritually ariſes. He heals the wounds 
of conſcience with his blood. With his ſtripes 
we are healed. Thus he healed the wounded 
minds of the Jews, who, deeply pierced by the 
ſenſe of their fin in over-awing Pilate's mind to 


_ crucify the Lord of Glory, cried out and ſaid to 
the Apoſtles, men and brethren what ſhall we 


do? „ Repent,” ſaid Peter,“ and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jeſus Chriſt | 


for the remiſſion of fins.” They that gladly re- 
ceived his word were baptized. Being juſti- 


fied by faith, peace and health were imparted 
to the conſcience ; peace eſtabliſhing to the ſoul, 
as the preceding terror had been overwhelm- 
ing. He heals the ſpiritual diſeaſes of the heart 

n | : by 


I 


by his Good Spirit. © We ourſelves, ſaid the 
Apoſtle Paul, in deſcribing the diſorders of the 
unrenewed mind, and the health which by the 
Goſpel he afterwards received; © we ourſelves 
were fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, ſerving di- 
versluſts and pleaſures, living in malice and envy, 
hateful and hating one another. But after that 
the kindneſs and love of God our Saviour toward 
man appeared, not by works of righteouſneſs, 
which we have done, but according to his mercy. 
he ſaved us by the waſhing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghoſt ; which he ſhed on 
us abundantly, through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour.“ 
e I will,” ſaid God, put my ſpirit within you, 
and cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes, and ye ſhall 
keep my judgments, and do them,” *© Know 
| ye not,” ſaid Paul to the Chriſtians at Corinth, 
ce that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit the king- 
dom of God ? be not, deceived : neither fornica- - 
tors, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effemi- 
nate, nor abuſers of themſelves with mankind, 
nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners, ſhall inherit the king- 
dom of God. And ſuch were ſome of you: but 
ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanctified, but ye are 
juſtified in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by 
the Spirit of our God.” 
C2 The 
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Phe external means of healing are the word 
and providence of God. The miniſtry of the 
Goſpel becomes, through the bleſſing of Hea- 
ven, the ſavour of life, reſtoring the ſoul unto 
life and health. By the manifeſtation of God's 
love to ſinners, the Goſpel heals the believing 
mind of its jealouſies of, and enmity againſt God. 
It is by the transforming and animating influence 
of this love, and by the directing power of the 
divine law, that the holy, the humble, the mild 
tempers which form the ſpiritual health of the 
mind, are reſtored, ſtrengthened, and carried on- 
ward to perfection. He heals by his providence. 
There is medicinal virtue in his rod. By this 
rod, he cured Jacob of his fond partiality to his 
ſon Joſeph, and David of his, to his ſon Ab- 
ſolom. In the bondage of Babylon, he healed 
the Jews of their corrupt inclination to the ido- 
Jatrous worſhip of the neighbouring heathen. 
And it is by ſevere judgments on his people, that 
he ſtill continues to purify the iniquity of Jacob. 
And to renew the decayed face of the church. 
Good men accordingly acknowledge with grati- 
tude the recovering virtue of adverſe provi- 
dences. Before I was afflicted,“ ſaid David, 

«I went aſtray : but now I have kept thy word. 
1 | It 
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It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that 


I might learn thy ſtatutes.” 
We invite men who are ſpiritually diſcaſed, to 


the phyſician of their ſouls. The diſtempers of 


the heart are more to be feared than the mala- 
dies which affect the body. They injure the 


nobler part of our nature; the underſtanding, 


which they darken; the conſcience, which they 


_ pollute and harden ; the heart, which they de- 


grade, and which they make-ſenſual, carnal, de- 
viliſh. They are in the higheſt degree infec- 
tious; diffaſing their malignant influence over all 


the active powers of our frame; tranſmitting 


their hereditary taint from one generation to 


another; corrupting the family, the hamlet, the 5 


town, the city where we dwell. They are to a 
mind endued with religious ſenſibility, offenſive 
and loathſome in the extreme. They ſeparate 


between God's favour, which is better than life, 


and the ſoul of man. 
Jeſus Chriſt is willing to heal wh that have 
need of healing, and able as willing. His gra- 


cious invitations are, © Come unto. me all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 


reſt. Him that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe. 
caſt out.“ He complains of men's backward- 
C3 neſcs, 
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Heſs, © ye will not come to me, that ye miglt 


| bave life.” 


The diſeaſe of our ee unlelt removed by 


Jeſus Chriſt, muſt end in eternal death. The 
longer we ſhall delay in our application, the 


more difficult, on our part, ſhall be the cure. If 
ever, therefore, our minds were ſerious and ſteady 
in the purſuit of any object, let them be ſerious 
and ſteady in ſeeking after the religious reſtora- 
tion and health which we need. The ſpirit of 
the two-blind men, near Jericho, of whom men- 


tion is made in the Goſpel, while it reproves our 
criminal indifference, preſents an example of 


deep concern and perſeverance, for our imita- 


tion. © As they departed from Jericho, ſays the 


Hiſtorian St. Matthew, a great multitude fol- 
lowed him. And behold, two men fitting by 
the way fide, when they heard that Jeſus paſſed 
by, cried out, faying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, 
thou Son of David —and the multitude rebuk- 


ed them, becauſe they ſhould hold their peace: 
but they cried the more, ſaying, Have mercy on 
us, O Lord, thou Son of David. And Jeſus 


ſtood ſtill, and called them, and ſaid, what will 
ye that I ſhould do unto you? they ſay unto 
np Lord, that our eyes may be opened. So 


Jeſas, 
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| Jefus had compaſſion on them, and touched 
their eyes : and immediately their eyes feceives 
fight, and 2 followed him.” 


Thoſe wh enjoy this ſpiritual health, ſhould 
be greatly cautious of whatever might impair its 
vigour. The intemperate purſuit of earthly good; 
the company of bad men; habits of indolence ; 
from theſe we have much to fear.—Speak well 
of the phyſician, by whoſe Goſpel and Spirit your 
minds have been reſtored. In the exerciſe of a 
difcreet and affectionate ſpirit, avail yourſelf of 
the influence which friendſhip, which the ties of 
blood, which the intercourſe of life afford, in 
bringing others to the healing waters of the 
ſanctuary. *© The living. the living,” ſaid Heze- 


kiah on his recovery from bodily illneſs, © he 
' ſhall praiſe thee, as I do this day; the father to 


the 'children ſhall make known thy truth.” Live 
to the honour of Him, by whoſe healing power 
you live. No Chriſtian man liveth to himſelf, 
Hath the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſen on our 
minds with healing in his wings ? Let us turn 
our invigorated eye compaſſionately towards 
thoſe regions of the earth, where the people till 
fit in darkneſs, their minds a prey to every cor- 
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rupt paſhon. Laudable exertions, good and 
zealous men are now making, to diffuſe the 
knowledge of ſalvation over heathen lands. The 
excellent inſtitution, the cauſe of which I have 
the honour this night to plead, intereſts itſelf alſo 
in behalf of the heathen ; and has Miſſionaries 
now employed among the Indians in North Ame- 
rica. But the illumination of our fellow-ſub- 
jecis and countrymen in the Highlands and Iſ- 
lands of Scotland, conſtitutes her primary and 
governing object. By the eſtabliſnment of 
ſchools, in which there are above twelve thouſand 
children daily inſtructed in the knowledge of 
God, their minds formed to habits of induſtry 
and regular ſubordination, the ſeeds of ſuture re- 
ſpectability and uſefulneſs ſown in their hearts; 
by the labours of nearly fifty Miſſionary Miniſ- 
ters and Catechiſts, who, with paternal affection, 
ſuperintend the vineyard of the Lord; and by 
the tranſlation of the oracles of God into their 
native tongue; doth the Society, as helped of 
God, continue to this day to introduce light, 
and, with the accompanying operation of the 
Holy Spirit, religious health and ſoundneſs, into 
the dark and diſeaſed mind. Jo you, my ho- 
noured hearers, do the objects of this compaſ- 
| OE, ſionate 
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fionate Inſtitution lift up their eyes ; nor ſhall 
they lift them up in vain. Shall the luſt of the 

| fleſh, among them who know not God, bid this 

man go, and he goeth ?—Shall the luſt of the 

eye, bid that man come, and he cometh ?—Shall 
the pride of life bid another do this, and he doth 

it ?—And ſhall the command of our Father in 

Heaven make no impreſſion on the hearts of his | 
children ? Shall the example of the Redeemer 
not influence the conduct of the redeemed ?— 

Did the Son of God deſcend from that throne in 

the Heavens to which the higheſt angel in vain 


raiſes his eye ?—Did He deſcend to purchaſe 


with his own blood the benefits of this Goſpel ? 
And can there be found a man ſo dead to every 
good principle, as to withhold his aid in ſpread- 
ing abroad the knowledge of thoſe benefits all 
over the land? The value of the human ſoul is 
beyond calculation made after the image of 
God ; capable of knowing, loving, and ſerving 
him; bought with the blood of God's Son; 
which the Spirit of God condeſcends to inha- 
bit, to purify and to- adorn with the beauties of 
holineſs. Opportunity is now offered to you of 
bleſſing your country by bringing forward thou- 
ſands of her orphan ſons; who ſhall promote 
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the intereſt of her agriculture and commerce; 
tranſmit tothe next generation unimpaired- her 
rights and liberties ; add to her ſtores of ſcience 


and uſeful learning; defend her ſhores from 


thoſe who lift up the ſpear againſt her; preach 
that Goſpel which is the glory of the land ; and, 
it may be, in this ſhifting and changeful world, 


become trees of righteouſneſs, under whoſe 


ſpreading ſhadow our own obildren's children 


may yet find protection and ſolace. But I muſt 
now devolve my cauſe on another advocate, in 


:whoſe care J leave it with confidence the hea- 


ven- taught benevolence of your own minds. 
Am I not ſpeaking to men who are taught of 
God to love one another: To men, many of 
whom are grown grey-headed in the exerciſe of 


clothing the naked, feeding the hungry, and 
_ ſupplying the unfurniſhed mind with the ſtores 


of heavenly knowledge ? Let us therefore affec- 


tionately come forward, this evening, and ho- 


nour the Lord with a reaſonable meaſure of our 


ſubſtance; that the glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed 


God, and all its renovating effects, may be dif- 
fuſed over our divinely protected country; that 
Goſpel, which will chear the lonelieſt valley, and 


make the moſt barren wilderneſs to bloſſom as 


the 


CH ] 
the roſe; that Goſpel, the principles of which are 
perfective of our nature, and which prepare our 


reſtored minds for that high ſtate of action and 
bleſſedneſs to which we are called. 


END OF THE SEKnMON. a 
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In London and the Neighbourhood, 


TO THE 


SOCIETY IN SCOTLAND, 
For propagating Chriſtian Knowledge. 
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Stewards are marked“. Those who have served twice“. 

Such as have contributed Ten Guineas, or upwards, at one 
payment, or within the year, are marked f. 

Ministers who have preached the Annual Sermon are 
marked . | | 


denn t Ht O) 3 mo 


* þ. RGYLE his Grace the Duke of, Ar- 
. gyle-houſe 
* Adam William, Eſq. Lincoln's- inn- fields 
* Adams Henry, Lincoln's- inn 


Ainſlie 
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Ainſlie Toſeph, Btoadl· ſtreet, St. George's, 
Eaſt ** | 
Ainſlie Peter, ditto 
* Allday John; Soho - 
+ Arkley John, Finsbury 
_ Allen Andrew, Walworth 
Atkinſon Joſeph, Biſhopſgate-ſtreet 


SD 


„TBrendalbane the Earl of,  Wimpole-ſireet, 
_ Cavendifh-ſquare - 
* Balgonie Lord. Viſcount, on 
Balgonie Lady Yiſcountels, ditto 
*- Baillie James Smith 
Barclay William 
* Bartlett Robert 
Baſſington — 0 Well Smithfield 
Beatſon Captain | | 
* Beuzeville Peter, Henley on Thames 
Blythe Rev. John, Woolwich 
* Boddington Thomas, Hackney 
+ Bogue Rev. David, Goſport, Hants 
Boyd Matthew, Rotherhithe _ 
Brett Thomas, Champion-hill, Camberwell 
Browne Iſaac Hawkins, Eſq. M. P. South- 


Aucdley-ſtreet 
Brownley 
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Brownley James, Wych-fireet 


* Broadwood John, Great pulteney- ſtrest 
* Broadwood James, ditto 
* Brodie Alexander, Eſq. M. P. 
**Brodie Alexander, Carey- ſtreet 
Brown Joſeph, Newington 
Burton Joſeph, Whiteehapel 


0 


* Campbell Robert, Great Ormond- fireet 


* Chriſtie James, Leiceſter-ſquare {ou 


* Claſon Patrick, Cleveland- court, St. James's- 
place 
* Cockburn Peter, Fenchurch- ſtreet 
**. Cowie Robert, Lime- ſtreet 
* Cowie George, Bury-court 
Crighton James, Hare-ſtreet, Bethnal-green 
* Cummings George, Godalmin 


* 
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1 Dundas Sir Thomas, Baronet, M. P. Arling- 


ton-flreet 
*Dem ofter 
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* Dempſter George, Eſq. 
* Devaynes John, Eſq. Cheapſide 
**Dobie James, Scottiſh Hoſpital, Crane-court, 
Fleet- ſtreet i 
Dodds William, War- offiec 
Dodds Thomas, ditto 
Downic John 
Drummond Rev. G. Hay, D. D. Prebendary 
of York 
Drummond Rev. E. A. H. D. D. Fadleigh, 
Suffolk 
* Duff James, Finsbury-ſquare 
Duncan Captain James, Tower-hill 
Duncan Peter, Grub-ſtrect 


* Dury David, Gravel-lane, Southwark 


Duthie Alexander, Bethnal-green 


E 


3 Elpbinſione Hon. Walliam 
Eaſton Rev. Alexander : 
* Edington John, Earl-ſtreet, Blackfriars 
Edwards J. Craven-buildings 
Elliott David, Paragon 


* iſe. 


* 
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Fife the Earl of, Privy-garden, Whitehall 
Ferguſon Sir Adam, Baronet, M. P. 


1 Falconer Archibald 


* 


Falconer Gilbert 


Farquhar John, Doctors-commors 


Farquharſon Alexander 


Fehr Jo. Jacob, Devonſhire-ſquare 


Field Robert, Wildernefs-row, Clerkenwell 


Fordyce George, M. D. Effex-ftreet, Strand 
Forſyth James, Mark- lane 


Forſyth William, Royal Gardens, Kenſington 


Fraſer Henty, Nightingale-lane 
Freer George, Bell-yard, Temple-bar 


G 


*. Gordon his Grace the Duke of, St. James * 


ſquare 


* Glaſgow the Earl of, Welbeck- fiteet. 
' Glaſgow Counteſs of, ditto | 


* 


Garden John, Piccadilly 
Geddes Alexander | 
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Gordon David, Lime-ftreet. 


Goſs Joſeph, Cannon-ſtreet 
Grant Sir James, Bart. M. P. 


Grant Capt. W. Bets- ſtreet, St. George 8 aſt 


Grant Robert, Coleman-ſtreet 


Grant Charles, Batterſea-riſe 


Gray George, Stanhope-ſtreet, Clare-market 
Gray James, Kenſington-gore 

Greig George, Stepney-fields 

Grieve John, M. D. St. Peterſburgh 


Gutſmore Captain John 


*+Hopetoun the Earl of, Storch 


5 


| Hattie James, Great Portland-ſtreet 


Hope Lady Charlotte, ditto 
Hope Hon. Henry 


Hacket William, Jeruſalem Coffee banks 


Hamilton James, M. D. Artillery-place 
Handaſyde Gilbert, Falcon Foundery 


Harper Alexander, Jeruſalem 9— 
Harper Mrs. ditto 
Harriſon Joſeph . 


* Hatchet 


I Jacob Rev. Robert, Bath 


1 

* Hatchett John, Long-acre 

Hay Thomas, ditto 

Hay Duncan, Pall-mall 

Heineken Chriſtian, Peckham 

* Henderſon John, Cornhill | Pp 

* Heygate James, Aldermanbury 

+ Hill Rev. Noah, Mile-end Green 

1 Hill Rev. Rowland, Surry Chapel 

Hill Mrs. 

* Hopkins Thomas 

* Hoſch Iſaac, Dowgate Hill 

* Hunter Henry, D. D. Secretary, Hoxton | 

Hunter Mrs. ditto : 

Hunter John, ditto 


* 


— 
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Jack J ames, Paternofter-row 


Jardin John, Throgmorton- ſtreet 
* Jacque James, Charlotte - fireet, Portland 
Chapel 
+ Jennings Nathaniel, Highbury-place Ing 
ton 
* Jerdein Charles, Upper Eaſt Smithfield 
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Jerdein Michael, ditto - 


Ingram Robert, Billiter-ſquare 


Innes Hugh, Bedford-ſquare 
Johnſon Joſeph, St. Paul's Church-yatd 


.* Johnſton Alexander, Craig's Court 


K 


*4+Kinnoull the Earl of, Vice-Prefident of the 


Society, Upper Harley-ftreet 
Kay Thomas, Strand 


'© Kerr, J. J. Jerafalen Coffze-howſe 


Knox David, Circus, Tower-hill 
L 
Lany Moſes, Taviſtock-ſtreet = 
* Lees William, Tower of London 
| Leſlie Robert, Tokenhouſe-yard 
Lewis John, St. Paul's Church-yard 
Liddle John, Roſemary-lane 
Lindſay Rev. James, Newington- green 
Lorimer Rev. Charles, A. M. Shooter's-hill 
1 Love Rev. John, Glaſgow 


. . r Lambeth | 
Mac 
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- Mac Ghee Robert 


* 


* 


Mac Cumming George, Blackheath 
Macdonald Alexander 


Macdonald John Junior, Old Cavendiſh- 
ſtreet, Cavendiſh-ſquare 


Macdonald Duncan, Threadneedle-ſtreet 
Mackay Angus 


Mackay Hector, War Office 


Mackay John, Fluyder-ſtreet 


Mackay J. jun. 
Mackay Alexander 


Mackellar John, Antigus 


Mackenzie Alexander 
Mackenzie John, King's-arms. yard 


Mackindlay John, nen 
Maclean John 


M Niel, William 


Mackniven Charles 
Mair John, Friday-ſtreet, Cheapfid e 


Mair Mrs. ditto. 
* Mair John, jun. ditfo 


Mair James, ditto 


Mair Robert, ditto | | 
D3 3 Maitland 
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Maitland Robert, King' s-arms-yard ' 
Maitland Ebenezer; ditto 
Maitland John, Baſinghall-ſtreet 


Maitland Alexander, King's-road, Bloomf. 
bury 


5 Maltby Thomas, Marybone | 
| Mallard Mrs. Plaiſtow, Eſſex 


Marſhall Samuel, Sheffield, Yorkſhire 5 


** Marſhall John, Gerard-ſtreet 
_ Martin Peter, Ely-place 


* 


Mayo Rev. en D. D. 8t. George's mM 
Eaſt 

Melvill General, Brewer-fireet 

Mercier Rev. Louis, Spital- Belas 


Millar Doctor, Poncaſter 


Millar George, Store-ſtreet 


Milroy Thomas, George- yard 


Monteath James, Grace- church. fireet 
Mudie William 
Murray Captain A. 


Neale James, Milk-ftreet, che pfade 


Neale Mrs. ditto 
Neale 
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* Neale John, ditto | 
* Neave David, Threadacodis.firest 
Nicol Rev. William, Hans Place 

Nicol John 
Niven David, King-ſtreet, Soho 
Niven David, jun, ditto 


0 
Oman William, St. Swithin's Lane 


P 


Parker Samuel, Fl eet-ſtreet 
| Paterſon J o. George- ſtreet, Minories | 
+* Paſſavant Luc, Devonſhire-ſquare ; ; | 


* Peftel Lewis 


r 
Pinkerton Mrs. Aldgate 
Plenderlegth Charles 
Pringle Mark, Eſq. M. P. 
* Pringle John, Wardour-ſtreet 
Purſe Alexander, London Wall 


ni.  *#Reay 
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| * Reay Lord, Finſbury-ſquare 
W Read John, Sheffield, Yorkſhire 
| | Reid William, Compton-ftreet 
| | F Reynolds Rev. John, Hoxton-ſquare 
I * Reynolds John, Barbican 
3 Rew George, Adelphi 
39 Rew William, Compton-ftreet 
| | Rhodes Abraham, St. James's-walk, Clerken- 
| | well ct 


Richardſon David, Wapping 

Robertſon Archibald, Charles-fireet, 8. 
James's-ſquare 

Robertſon W David 
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f „ Runqueſt Eſq. Bury-court FO 
| wh t Rutledge Rev. Thomas. D. D. Camberwell 
Ei „ ee 
| | Sabine William, Iflington 
| Salter James 
1 9 Alexander, Milk fireet 
| mL n * Scott 


( 4} ) 


Scott David, Eſy. M. P. Upper Harley- 


ſtreet 
Scott John, Cornhill 
Scott William, Prince's-ſquare 
Scotland Thomas, Oxford ſtreet 


*-j-Search Samuel, Clerkenwell-green 


* 


Smith John, per Mr. Neale 


Sharwood Samuel, Charterhouſe-ſquare 
Shirreff Alexander, Old OT”. | 
Shirreff John, ditto 

Shiells Rev. Richard, Hampſtead 
Shipley George, Horſley-down 


| Simeox Samuel 


Simkin Thomas, Crown and Anchor, Strand 
Simpſon Duncan, Friday-ftreet 


| l Alexander, Bank of England 


Simpſon Robert, Hoxton 


Sims William 
Sinclair Sir John, Bart. Whitehall 


Sinclair Robert, St. Mary-axe 

Small Jes, Chelſea 

Smith George, Friday-ftreet 

Smith Rev. William, A. M. Maxton, Kent 


Smith John, ſenior, a So- 


merſet-houſe 


Smith 


+ 


EY 


Smith James, Corn Exchange 

Spear Robert, Mancheſter : 

Spence John, Suffolk-ſtreet, Charing-crof | 

Steell Robert, Finſbury-ſquare 

Steell Robert, Iſlington 

Stephen George, Hoxton 

Steven Rev. James, Thornhaugh-ſtreet, Bed- 
ford-ſquare | | | 

Stewart Rev. Andrew ; 

Stewart Charles, Frith-ſtreet, Soho 

Stoddard Robert 

Strahan Andrew, New-ftreet, Shoe-lane 

Stratton William, Piccadilly 

9 88 Fenchurch-buildings 


Tate John, Bucklerſbury 


Tate John, junior, ditto. 


Tate Monkhouſe, ditto 
Tate George, ditto 


Tate Miſs Sarah, ditto 


Tayler Rev. Thomas, Ely- Nee 


+ Taylor James 


Taylor John, junior | 
Taylor 


* 


2+ 


Walke 


( 43 ) 
Taylor Peter tt 
Taylor Willig 
Theakſton George, Chriſtchurch, Surry 
Thompſon Alexander, Upper Clapton 
Thornton Samuel, Eſq. M. P. Clapham 
Thornton Henry, Eſq. M. P. ditto 


Thornton Robert, Eſq. M. P. ditto 


Travers Joſeph, Swithin's-lane | 
Trotter Rev. John. D. D. Hans-place 


U 
Urwick Rey, Thomas, Clapham 


1 


Walker J onathan, Ferham by Rotherham, 

W 

Walker John, Wapping 

Mot 

Wallace David, Weſtminſter 

Walne George | 

Ware-Jo. Henry, Biſhopſyate-freet 

Watſon William, Strand | 

Waugh * Aainder, Saliſbury- place. 
Welchman 


( 4 ) 
Welchman Samuel, Chriſtchurch, Surry 
* Wilberforce William, 1 M. P. New Pa. 
lace-yard % | | 
William Evans 
White Joſeph | 
* Wilkic Andrew, Wheeler-ftreet, Spitalfields 
+ Williams Rev. Edward, Nottingham 
Wilſon Jobn, Fenchurch-ſtreet 
Wilton Richard, Friday-ſtreet 
+ Winter Rev. Robert, Iſlington 
Woodward Robert 
Worthington Rev. Hugh, Highbury-place, 


Iſlington _ 
Wright Joſeph, Milk-ſtreet 


+4 


* Youn g John, Bear-ftreet, Leiceſter-fields : 


N. B. If there be any We or ons in 
the preceding Liſt, on notice being ſent to the 
Secretary, they ſhall be corrected in the next. 
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STEWARDS FOR 1800. 


ArkINSON JosEpR 
Br.yTuz Rev. Johx 

| BurTon JoskpR 
HanDasyDE GILBERT 
Lany MosEs 

LATHAM PETER 

| Mc” Jokx, Jux. 
Mair NUBERT fas 
PuksE ALEXANDER 
SABINE WILLIAM 


Scorr WILLIAM 
SIxd WW HoMAs 


SIMPSON ROBERT 
STEPHEN GEORGE 
WIsSs JohN ANTHONY 
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